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FOR I.M1-1EDIATE RELEASE

FEBRUARY 17, 1977

Office of the White House Press Secretary
---~-~-------~-~~~~-----~-~~-~~-~~---~-~~--~--~-~~~--~~--~----~~
.

THE WHITE HOUSE

-

EXECUTIVE ORDER

- ... - -

..,

ESTABLISHING THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE
NO~lINATING

COt'l NISSION

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and statutes of the United States of America . . and as President
of the United States of America p it is hereby ordered as follows:
,
'.

Section 1. Establishment of the Commission. There is
here;.by established the uni ted -qtates Circui t Judge Nominating
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "CommissJ.on'~). The
Commission shall be composed of thirteen panels, each of which
shall, upon the request of the, President, 'recommend for nominq',
tion as circuit jduge~ persons whose character, experience; .
ability, and commitment to equal justice under law, fully qualify
them to serve in the Federal judiciary. Except as indicated
below, each panel $hall serve a geographic area set forth in
28 u.s.c. 41. The panels shall be as follows~

•

(1)

Panel for the District of Cclumbia Circuiti

(2)

'P anel for the First Circuit;

(3)

Panel for the Second Circuit;

(4)

Panel for the Third Circuiti

(5)

Panel for the Fourth Circuit;

,

(6) Panel for the Eastern F~fth Circuit, for the States
of Alabama . . Florida, Georgia and Mississippi;
,

'

.

(7) Panel for ' the Western Fifth Circuit, for the States
of Louisiana and Texas, and the Canal Zone;
(8)

Panel for the Sixth Circuit,

(9)

Panel for the Seventh Circuit;

(10)

Panel
,for the Eighth Circuit;
.

. . for the States
(ll) Panel for the Sou-:'hern Ninth Cl.rcul.t(1
,
of Arizona, California, and Nevada; '
\

more
(OVER)

•

"
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-

3
Sec. 4. Standards for Selection of Proposed Nominees.
(a) Before transmitting to the President the names of the
five persons it deems best qualified to fill an existing
vacancy} a panel shall have determined:
(1) That those persons are members in good standing
of at least one state bar, or the District of Columbia
bar, and members in good standing of any other bars of
which they may be members;
(2) That they possess, and have reputations for,

integrity and good character;

(3) That they are of sound health;
(4) That they possess, and have demonstrated,
outstanding legal ability and commitment to equal justice
under law;

(5) That their demeanor, character, and personality
indicate that they would exhibit judicial temperament if
appointed to the position of United States Circuit Judge.
(b) In selecting persons whose names will be transmitted
to the President, a panel shall consider whether the training,
experience, or expertise of certain of the well-qualified
individuals would help to meet a perceived need of the court
of appeals on which the vacancy exists.
(c) To implement the above standards, a panel may adopt
such additional criteria or guidelines as it considers
appropriate for the identification of potential nominees and
the selection of those best qualified to serve as United States
Circuit Judges.
Sec. 5. Ineligibility of Commission Members. No
person shall be considered by a panel as a potential nominee
while serving as a Commission member or for a period of one
year after termination of such service.
Sec. 6. Travel Expenses and Financing.
(a) Members
of the Commission shall receive no compensation from the
Government of the United States for their serVice as members
of the Commission, but may be allowed travel expenses, including
per diem in lieu of subSistence, as authorized by law (5 u.s.c.
5702 and 5703) for persons intermittently employed in the
government service.
(b) All necessary expenses incurred in connection with
the work of the Commission shall be paid from the appropriation
for "Unanticipated Needs" in the Executive Office Appropriations
Act, 1977, or from such other funds as may be available.
(c) Expenditures authorized by this Section may be made
only after the President has notified a panel's Chairman that
he desires the panel's aSSistance in accordance with Sec. 3,
above, and before the termination of appointments to the panel
in accordance with Sec. 7 below .
. Sec. 7 Term of MembershiE. Unless extended by the
Presldent, each apPOintment to a panel shall terminate thirty
d~ys.after submission of the panel's report to the President.
Wlthln a reasonable time after termination of an ~ppointment,
or the creation of a vacancy for any other ~eason, the President
shall appoint a person to fill such vacancy.
more
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more
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Sec. 8. Te~mination of Commission. The Commission
shall terminate on Dec,ember31, 1978, unless sooner extended
by the President.

JIMMY CARTER

THE WHITE HOUSE,
February 14, 1977.
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